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Ethan and Blake, and his extended family and 
friends who mourn his loss. Tyler’s inex-
plicable ability to find good in every situation 
will continue to inspire the State of Indiana 
and our nation, now and in the future. 
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HONORING RUTHANN GEIB ON HER 
RETIREMENT FROM THE AMER-
ICAN SUGARBEET GROWERS AS-
SOCIATION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ruthann Geib, a great friend, 
who is retiring after 36 years of working with 
the American Sugarbeet Growers Association 
and the sugarbeet and sugar cane commu-
nities. 

Originally from Wooster, Ohio, her grand-
parents had a dairy and feed grains farm 
nearby where she learned about the care and 
feeding of animals and the joys of grain har-
vest. 

After earning her Bachelor’s Degree in Soci-
ology with Minors in Psychology and Political 
Science from Malone University, Ruthann was 
accepted into a three-month internship pro-
gram in Washington, D.C. She worked at an 
international development organization and 
was later hired to be the diplomatic liaison 
with embassies for the more than 20 countries 
where the organization had development and 
linguistic projects. 

Following her internship and after a brief 
stint at a law firm, she joined the American 
Sugarbeet Growers Association (ASGA) in 
1982. Ruthann quickly moved through the 
ranks, becoming Vice President of the asso-
ciation a few years later. Her portfolio included 
federal legislation, regulatory and administra-
tive issues, Board education and communica-
tions, and management of the annual grower 
fly-ins. Her years with ASGA covered 19 Con-
gresses, seven farm bills, and multiple free- 
trade agreements. In 2016, after over 30 years 
of service, the ASGA presented Ruthann with 
a Distinguished Service Award. 

Her most memorable experiences include 
visiting the farms and communities in sugar-
beet and sugar cane areas, and visiting Cuba 
in 1999 as a member of the U.S. sugar indus-
try delegation to a United Nations sugar meet-
ing. 

Ruthann and her husband, Paul, currently 
live in Alexandria, Virginia, but are looking for-
ward to moving to the mountains of Ten-
nessee in 2019. In her retirement, she plans 
to travel and volunteer with various projects in 
her new community. 

Madam Speaker, Ruthann’s impact on the 
sugarbeet and sugar cane communities is a 
true testament to her longstanding commit-
ment to the industry. I wish her well as she 
embarks on the next chapter of her life in the 
beautiful mountains of Tennessee. 

IN HONOR OF CENTRAL-PHENIX 
CITY WINNING THE AHSAA 
CLASS 7A FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to recognize the Central-Phenix City 
High School football team for winning the Ala-
bama High School Athletic Association 
(AHSAA) Class 7A football championship. 

The Red Devils defeated Thompson 52–7 in 
the championship game in December played 
at Jordan-Hare Stadium at Auburn University. 
The Red Devils had a perfect season going 
14–0 under Coach Jamey DuBose. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the students and faculty of Central 
High School, the coaches, the players and all 
the Red Devil fans on this exciting achieve-
ment. Go Red Devils. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF HARRY GRODSKY 
& CO., INC. 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize and con-
gratulate Harry Grodsky & Co., Inc. on the oc-
casion of its 100th anniversary. Established in 
1918, Harry Grodsky & Co., Inc. is one of the 
largest and most experienced mechanical con-
tractors in America. For four generations, the 
family-owned firm has remained focused on 
solving complex problems, and has built a ro-
bust reputation based on exemplary profes-
sionalism and customer care. 

For 100 years, Grodsky has prioritized fam-
ily and safety in every aspect of its work. The 
group has continued to build strong relation-
ships with repeat customers, suppliers, and 
subcontractors on the way to becoming an in-
tegral part of the economy of western Massa-
chusetts and beyond. Across the board, 
Grodsky has proven its commitment to quality 
and integrity with every project. The firm has 
played an active role throughout New England 
over the years and the communities of the re-
gion have undoubtedly benefitted from major 
projects carried out by Grodsky, including 
those at top hospitals, universities, and large 
financial and manufacturing facilities. 

Once again Madam Speaker, over the 
course of its history, Harry Grodsky & Co., Inc. 
has demonstrated outstanding leadership, 
dedication, and integrity. Those traits are hall-
marks of the group’s long and admirable tradi-
tion of service in western Massachusetts and 
beyond, and are certainly worthy of recogni-
tion. On the occasion of Harry Grodsky & Co., 
Inc.’s 100th anniversary, I wish the Grodsky 
family and the dedicated individuals who work 
with them, all the best and much continued 
prosperity. 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO DIRECT THE SECRETARY OF 
THE INTERIOR TO CONVEY CER-
TAIN FACILITIES, EASEMENTS, 
AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY TO THE 
KENNEWICK IRRIGATION DIS-
TRICT, AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to reintroduce legislation authorizing the 
Secretary of the Interior to transfer title of cer-
tain Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) works to 
the Kennewick Irrigation District (KID) in Cen-
tral Washington. 

The legislation will transfer title of BOR 
works beginning at KID’s headgate extending 
40 miles east. The transfer includes the con-
veyance of land and project facilities and must 
be completed no later than two years after its 
enactment. This title transfer will allow KID to 
manage water supplies more efficiently, while 
also reducing federal liabilities and providing a 
cost savings benefit to the federal govern-
ment. 

KID was initially built to serve the agricul-
tural community in the Tri-Cities area. Today, 
the majority of ratepayers live in residential 
developments, and the change from farmland 
to urbanization is expected to continue into the 
foreseeable future. 

Madam Speaker, in the last Congress the 
House overwhelmingly supported this legisla-
tion. Unfortunately, the Senate was unable to 
bring the bill up for consideration before final 
adjournment, so that is why I am reintroducing 
this legislation to attain swift action and con-
sideration by our Senate colleagues to get this 
to the President’s desk. 

I hope that we can move this legislation 
soon to ensure there will be a safe, reliable, 
and efficient water supply for the next genera-
tion in Central Washington. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE LOW-WAGE 
FEDERAL CONTRACTOR EM-
PLOYEE BACK PAY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Low-Wage Federal Contractor 
Employee Back Pay Act to grant back pay to 
federally contracted retail, food, custodial and 
security service workers who are furloughed 
during the current and any other federal gov-
ernment shutdown this fiscal year (fiscal year 
2019). This bill applies to all three branches of 
the federal government. After government 
shutdowns, federal workers have received 
back pay, but not federal contract workers, 
who often perform the same jobs as civil serv-
ants. While I believe that all federal employees 
and federal contract workers should receive 
back pay after a shutdown, we know that we 
cannot get Congress to make whole all who 
are hurt by a shutdown. Therefore, my bill fo-
cuses specifically on low-wage federal con-
tract workers, some of whom work here on the 
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